
One of the dances of being a leader is making sure you’re communicating ef-

fectively. I call it a “dance,” rather than say, a “challenge,” because it sounds 

less threatening to me—and also because I find dancing very challenging! But 

it’s kind of like a dance, where you always need to be mindful of your partner. 

And for the dance to work, two have to come together and work together. You 

don’t want to get too far ahead of your partner. But don’t get behind either.  
 

One of the reasons why we’ll be meeting together at the Special Parish Meet-

ing on November 13 is that the Vestry wants to dance properly with you. We 

don’t want to be isolated away from you, making decisions in some ivory tow-

er. We always want to make sure we are representing you in this church. To 

help dance properly, Deacon James, for example, has taken up the responsi-

bility of writing a monthly article that will better inform you on the previous 

month’s Vestry meeting. The first one is published right here in this month’s 

Evangel.  
 

Meeting together at least twice a year is another way of us wanting to dance 

with you. We want to be able to share with you some of the major projects the 

church has accomplished this year. The first is obvious—it’s the roof. The 

people of God must give thanks for that wonderful provision, and so we’ll do 

that at this meeting. The other is the protection of the stained glass. What is 

that? Find out by coming to the meeting. We’ll also talk about some of the 

special projects that we want to accomplish this coming year. 
 

Stewardship, in part, is about the giving of time. We’re asking you in this 

Stewardship season to give us a little time. We’ll even feed you! (But please 

bring sides—you see, you knew there was a catch!) Let’s dance together on 

November 13! 

Let Us Gather (by Fr. James Detrich) 
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Worship 
Schedule 

Sunday 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite One 
8am 

 

Sunday School 
9:30-10:15am 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
10:30am 

 

Livestream (10:30am) 
 

Tuesday 
 

Healing Service  
10am  (Chapel) 

 

Wednesday 
 

Prayer Service 
6pm  (Chapel) 

A Publication of St. John’s Episcopal Church—Norman, OK 

Special Parish Meeting 
Sunday, November 13 

Let’s Celebrate Our Stewardship Together 

(follows the 10:30 service  /  BBQ lunch provided—please bring sides) 



How do we know when we have enough? Enough of what you ask? Well, anything. And everything. Certainly 

our most precious assets. And for most Americans, at least in this century, that most precious asset is money.  
 

In the book of 1 Kings, there is the story of God sending Elijah to the home of a 

widow. Once there, Elijah tells her to bring him some water, and then some 

bread. The widow answers that she has nothing baked and there is only enough 

meal and oil to fix one serving. She needs to feed her son and herself that last 

meal, lest they die. Elijah tells her to make a cake for him and also one for herself 

and one for her son. “Fear not, your jar of meal shall not be spent, and the cruse 

of oil shall not fail.” The widow does as she is told. And there was MORE THAN 

ENOUGH. 
 

In our stewardship campaign, we’ve talked about the gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure—all of which we gratefully receive from God. It’s now time to decide 

what part of that treasure you will give to the church to carry on its work in the world.  

How Do We Know? (by Dan Evatt, Stewardship 2023 Chair) 

Christmas  
at St. John’s 

 
Dec 11 

Lessons & Carols 
 

Christmas Eve 
4pm, 8pm, 11pm 

 

Christmas Day 
11am 

 

Holy Name (Jan 1) 

8am & 10:30am 
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                        Music Notes               (by Melody Palm)                

You're invited to be a Lessons and Carols Bell Ringer! Whether you've rung 

handbells before or you're curious to try something new, this is an opportunity 

for a short-term adventure with handbells, and NO long-term commitment. 

There will be three short rehearsals leading to participating in the Lessons and 

Carols service at 6 pm on December 11.  Rehearsals will be Wednesdays, 7-7:30 

pm, on Nov. 16, Nov. 30 and Dec. 7. Contact Melody Palm for questions or 

more details. 
 

On November 6, the choir will sing an anthem More Than Enough, composed 

by Steven West specifically for use in Episcopal churches, and inspired by the 

2023 Stewardship campaign theme. West is an active Episcopalian, and a 

member of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship (TENS). Some of the 

thoughts included in the anthem: "We’re blest to grow our mission with talent, 

wisdom and grace"; "Innovation meets tradition, Generosity triumphs fear"; 

and "We dare to risk because we walk with faith." 

20 Trunk or Treat Cars 
 

5 New Families 
 

A Million Smiles 



Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Love Is the Way (2020) offers hope to carry us through this difficult his-
torical moment. Listen to the audiobook. He tells life stories of encounters with God’s love as a boy, young 
man, priest, bishop, and presiding bishop—conversions, challenges, mentors, rites of passage, historical 
turning-points—all within Episcopal church life from Jim Crow and Civil Rights to the present.  

 

He bears vivid historic witness to his Baptist-bred parents’ astonishment as col-
lege students, encountering God in an inter-racial Eucharist’s common cup. 
They became Episcopalians, his father eventually an Episcopal priest. The parish 
his father served as rector enveloped his family in needed loving care when his 
mother suffered a stroke that ended her life when he was just a little boy. Rich 
with character portraiture, these stories express love for grandparents and ex-
tended family and for their culture of mutual love that helped his widowed father 
raise him and his sister. One narrative confides his coming of age, discerning his 
own gifts and his father’s wisdom, and hearing the call to ordination. Other sto-
ries show his developing pastoral creativity, extending transformative love not 
just among his own parishioners but also to their surrounding communities.  

 

Bishop Curry bears candid, humble witness also to the church’s “wrestling with sexuality,” about which he 
confesses his own inner wrestling “for convergence between head and heart” as both Bishop of North Caroli-
na and Presiding Bishop. “When it came to same-sex blessings,” he confesses, “I no longer had the selfish 
luxury of shrugging away the inconsistency of my position. If I was wrong on the issue, I was actively hurting 
people. It meant that whatever we might be saying, my church did not look like God, who the Bible says is 
love.” His own conversion happens through relationships—an impressive gay organist and many parishion-
ers who died from AIDS, a gay priest friend who saw him through his conscientious struggle, and the deci-
sion for Gene Robinson’s consecration. Eventually Bishop Curry observes that “If the church truly believed 
that we all are the children of God, and equal before God, then we had to learn how to truly own that and 
live that.” For this loving stance, he received grateful loving support, but also suffered merciless backlash 
that demanded his hard learning how to receive rage without returning it, how “to stand and kneel at the 
same time.” Then he took that spirit to the Anglican Communion while recovering from a stroke that re-
quired him to relearn even how to read and write. Yet another richly detailed conversion story takes him to 
Standing Rock, where the Sioux taught him the way of love as “protectors” (not protesters) for “care of crea-
tion.” Bishop Curry closes with wisdom about relationships for conservatives and progressives working to-
gether on common problems as “instruments of love.” An appendix finishes out the book, as it explains an 
approach to making a personal Rule of Life centered in love.  

Love Is The Way (reviewed by Susie Laird) 
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"Knit" Nights in November will be the 1st and 3rd Thursdays, Nov. 3 and Nov 17, 6:30-8:30 pm in The Com-

mons. Enjoy your crafting and stitching of holiday items and gifts by joining others in a relaxed setting. All 

types of portable projects, and all levels of skill are welcome as we encourage each other. To be added to the 

email reminder list, contact Melody Palm through Realm, or 309-825-6963.  

Thank You For Spruce Up Saturday (by Pat Welch, Jr. Warden) 

Knit Night 

Our clean up day was a wonderful opportunity to enjoy each other’s company and get a lot of much needed 

work done to the east side of our beautiful church.  We had a huge crowd of about 20 people that dug weeds, 

trimmed bushes, planted flowers, and hooked up the dead shrubs to the back of a pickup and pulled them out 

of the circle bed.  We had chain saws, axes, shovels, clippers, drills/augers, and back-breaking participa-

tion.  It was a beautiful day in many ways!  What we didn’t get done Hayward, our wonderful yard man, has 

worked hard to complete.  
 

Thanks to all who participated and worked so hard! 



Page 4 Evangel: A Publication of St. John ’s Episcopal Church  

Special Parish Meeting 
Sunday, November 13 

Let’s Celebrate Our Stewardship Together 

(follows the 10:30 service  /  BBQ lunch provided—please bring sides) 

SILENCE!!! A Message from the King! 



Gentle mat class from a certified yoga teacher is offered to anyone interested on Thursdays 12
-1 pm. We’ll work together playfully to become more confident in our balance, strength, flexi-
bility, vitality, and tranquility. The goal is to feel the profound holiness of God’s creation in 
our own imperfect bodies. Friends are welcome too. 

To register, contact Susan Laird at slaird@episcopalnorman.org. And don’t forget to bring 
your yoga mat, blocks, strap, blanket, and bare feet! Donations are accepted. All money will go 
to benefit St. John’s Outreach ministry. 

Holy-Spirited Yoga 
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Start out your Thanksgiving by giving to God the first fruits of your 

thanks. Before all the food, football, and festivities, come into the 

Lord’s house and give thanks to him. Why? Because “it is right, and 

a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.” 

Thanksgiving & Pie 

       

       
 Thanksgiving 

&    
Pie 

 
Nov 23, 6pm 

First Sunday (Nov 27) kicks off with a parish family gather-

ing to hear a special speaker address us on an important Out-

reach opportunity. Then, we light up the Santa Ministry tree, 

craft our wreaths, and listen to Christmas music.  
 

Second Sunday (Dec 4) is Blood Drive & Norman Singers 

Christmas Concert. (Oh, and the day before, walk with us in the 

Norman Christmas parade!) 
 

Third Sunday (Dec 11)—that’s Rejoice Sunday! That means 

Lessons & Carols at 6pm. Don’t miss it this very special service. 
 

Bring your Santa Ministry Gifts to church on the Fourth Sun-

day (Dec 18). Then, following worship, we’ll decorate the nave 

for the Christmas season. Help the Altar Guild “Green That 

Nave”—and then see it all shine at the Children’s Christmas 

pageant at 5pm that evening. 
 

(Santa Ministry Gift Delivery is the evening of Wed, Dec 21. 

Witness the blessing of the gifts at the Wednesday Eucharist, 

and then help take them out. Be St. Nick to someone this Christ-

mas season!) 

An Advent to Remember 
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Don’t Forget Outreach this Christmas Season 

Wednesday Noon Hour 
 

Come to the Commons, bring your lunch, and let’s dive in! 
 

Join us in reading through this ancient text on contemplative prayer 



Vestry News (by Dn. James Tyree) 

Welcome to Vestry News, a new regular feature of the Evangel to inform St. John’s members of developments 

and decisions of interest from the most recent monthly vestry meeting. Here are some highlights from the 

October 17 meeting: 
 

Special Parish Meeting set: The vestry approved Fr. James’ request to have a special parish meeting on 

Sunday, November 13 after the 10:30 a.m. service. Fr. James said the meeting will serve three main functions: 

update members on major news and developments at St. John’s, celebrate the stewardship campaign that will 

have officially ended the week before on All Saints Sunday, and to honor Robert Terry, who will step down as 

St. John’s treasurer after 14 years of service. Fr. James said he would like the Special Parish Meeting to be-

come an annual event after All Saints Sunday, as a second parish-wide meeting in addition to our Annual 

Meeting. 
 

Finding new staff members: Robert Terry’s retirement means we are now looking to fill three church po-

sitions – Parish Administrator, Minister of Music and now also Treasurer. Fr. James is eager to find the right 

person for each position as soon as possible.  
 

“More Than Enough”: The vestry heard plans for this year’s stewardship campaign that began in late Oc-

tober and will end this Sunday, November 6. Dan Evatt heads the campaign that included the mailing of 

beautiful iconic postcards about the “More Than Enough” campaign to members, sermons on the topic with 

Fr. James, Dan and Senior Warden Holly Cole in late October, and the in-gathering of estimate-of-giving 

cards on November 6. Don’t forget to bring your card that day! (But if you do, you may contact the office). 
 

St. John’s bylaws: The vestry reviewed and approved the parish bylaws. Holly will address the congrega-

tion on the issue of bylaws at the Special Parish Meeting.  
 

Miscellaneous minutiae: The St. John’s vestry also considered or approved the following: 

• Another emphasis and reminder to get members on Realm, the parish’s new all-everything app. 

• Moved to purchase 50 new Books of Common Prayer at a discounted price of $918 to replace our worn 

ones. This is a separate purchase from the five large-print BCPs for the church that were blessed and put 

into use during the Oct. 30 service.  

• A large banner that will raise awareness of St. John’s and its major events will be set and placed on the 

property’s northwest corner near Asp Avenue and Linn Street. 

• Appreciation for the St. John’s Beloved Walkers who walked and/or donated money to this year’s Cleve-

land County CROP Walk. About 13 people walked and the church met the team’s goal of raising $1,000 to 

fight hunger locally at Food and Shelter, and abroad through Church World Service. 

• Plans to purchase a very large and attractive artificial and pre-lit Christmas tree to replace natural ones 

that made a mess and could be pose a hazard. 
 

The St. John’s vestry meets at or around 7 p.m. on the third Monday of each month, right after the parish’s 

Resource Development Committee meeting that begins at 6 p.m.  

Stewardship Ingathering 
This Sunday at St. John’s 

Get your Estimate of Giving Card ready! 

(then join us at the Special Parish Meeting as we celebrate our Stewardship) 
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Every other month, on the 3rd Tuesdays of even months, St. John’s parishioners 

travel the short distance to Food and Shelter to prepare and distribute food for those 

who need it. It’s a real blessing to be able to meet a need in our community—and 

that’s why a frequent thing you hear as folks pass through the line is “thank you so 

much for being here.” And then, typically, that the next thing said is: “what church 

are you guys from?” Serving on these Tuesdays is a great way to represent St. John’s, 

but it’s also a great way to get to know your fellow parishioners. Thank you to those 

who have been serving. If you want to join us next time, the next offering is Dec 20. 

On the Back Page . . . What a Blessing to Serve! 

Business Tagline or Motto 

St. John’s 
Episcopal 

Church 
 

235 W. Duffy Street 
Norman, OK 73069 

 

405-321-3020 
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2088 

Norman, OK 73070 

 
staff@ 

episcopalnorman.org 

 
James Detrich 

Rector 
 

James Tyree 
Deacon 

 

Cathy Wilson 
Formation Director 

 

Emma Brown,  
Youth Director 

 

Melody Palm 
Interim Organist/Choir M. 

 
Vestry 

Mike Abla, Alison Braly, 
Owen Mills, Ulli Nollert, 

Chuck Palm, Roshni Robert, 

Femi Somade, Greg Taylor, 
Martha White, Pat Welch, & 

Holly Cole 

 

 
Our Mission 

 

May we restore all people to unity with God  and 
each other in Christ 

 

We Exist 
 

To Worship God in the Anglican tradition 
To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 

To Serve the Community 
To Foster Acceptance and Belonging for all 


